Loqultlam man stalled on bid for gov ‘t bus-losses aid
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said

Sunday nobody seems [o care

about himself or his family,
although he and his w
supplied the bus service to the
community.

He said he was forced out of

business when B.C. Hydro ex-
tended routes into the area
last September.

He said that although the
route extension was a home-
riding election promise made
by Premier Barrett, the gov-
ernment didn't notify existing
operators let alone attempt to
negotiate or offer to phase
them out.

Sabina owes
$18.000 for eight 24-vear-old
buses bought from B.C. Hydro
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"'.Il‘.lr of 83 Lougheed
Highway, said he has no hﬂpf‘
peovering his losses in the
of competition from the
Hvdro buses, and
1S S0 seri-

|.1' I't
face
subsidized
his financial plight
ous he has been unable to pay
his house morigage for four
months and has been threat-
ened with foreclosure.

The only bright spot was an
offer from Vic Parker, B.C.
director of transit, who of-
fered to erease the $18,000
Hydro debt and provide em-
plovment for Meyer and his
wife.

But Mever said this offer
would still leave him with
$43,000 to pay off, and he
could never do this just on a
salary.

Meyer's appeal to Barrett
brought a reply Dec. 12 that
said: ‘I believe the offer that
Mr. Vie Parker has made to
you is fair and just.”

Meyer’s reply to this Dec.
19 was: “Why are we in this

distress—only because we sac-
rificed our lives for the bene-
fit of the genral public, be-

cause no one else would.”

He said in an interview he
can obtain no satisfaction
irom (the provincial govern-
ment or the munic :[ad‘ govern-

ments of Port

i

[/

il id s

Coquitiam or Pur. Moody.

Mever said he started the
bus line in 1969 after service
was sStopped by Columbia
otage Lines Lid. He said his
intentions was to “‘provide a
service and hopefully break
even. I was not after the
money. I've always been an
idealist. I believe we (in agy
community) have togfo-
opgrate if we're to hay any
fulflre at all.”

He said he

ist money

tryipg to proyltle a service
wit‘§n the agp¥fa and links to
New Westpathster and Vancou-

VET.

Mever said they have a
small boy and a baby who
had to ride the buses too, and
he had to borrow money from
banks, credit unions, finance
companies and friends.

“We worked 12 to 16 hours
per day, never enjoying a hol- o O - .
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gradually we managed to
repay some of our liabilities,”
Mever said
He said he then tried to In-
:, duce a dial-a-bus system
‘to which Port Coquitlam had
offered $12.000 to help out. Buf
when Mr. Barrett dropped his
bombshell (of Hvdro bus
routes in the Coquitlam area)
. It was tragic for us for
we lost immediately all adver-
tising contracts as well as the
$12.000 offer.”

Mayor Bruce Scott of Port
Coquitlam confirmed the offer
was withdrawn because of the
premier’s promise.

Meyer said his family was
attempting to provide the
same service for 4.2 vyears
that the government now is
providing, and he doesn't in-
tend to be stuck with any of
the losses.

He said he does not intend
to go into bankruptey because
“I have a moral obligation”
to see that all creditors are
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to leaders of the other politi-
cal parties in B.C.

Conservative Leader Scott
Wallace replied that he is ask-
ing the prer nier to * ‘reconsid-
er his position” and assist in
paying the outstanding debt of
$43.000.

Liberal Leader David An-
derson has asked for further
details, and Social Credit
Leader Bill Bennett has yet to
reply, said Meyer.

Mayor Scott said he had
“no sympathy” and claimed

Meyer “‘knew exactly what he
was getting into, refused to

answer questions when he was
selling up his service, and
showed a 1lack of co
operation.”

>cott said Meyer refused to
provide information rﬁsardmg
schedules or fares, “and said
be was running the business,
not us.” He said it is unlikely
that Port Coquitiam will help
out.

Mayor Tom Hall of Port
Moody said neither he nor
council has received any r:or-
respondence, so he couldn®
comment, and Mayor Jame®
Tonn of Coguitlam Was g
available for comment.




